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Stingray - Revisited Remastered
Okay, I admit I may have led a sheltered life. I hadn't heard of
Stingray.
One of the great things about rock music is this: If you keep looking, if
you keep casting your net, you're bound to catch a real prize now and
again.

And so it is with Stingray. Another band who fit firmly into the "wrong
place, wrong time" category.
Stingray was a South African band formed by producer, David
Gresham from the ashes of hit pop band, The Rising Songs.
There's a lot of Styx in there, some Boston and a strong hint of
AOR/pomp, in the vein of Aviary and Harlequin. A winning
combination that overcomes its derivative roots by sheer strength of
songs and performance.
Strangely, the band's European success came in Germany only, where
they had a couple of minor hits in 1979, the year of the album's
release.

German label Toolbox aim to put that right by reissuing this
"Revisited, Remastered' version.
The first 3 tracks on the album - 'Better The Devil You Know', 'The
Man In My Shoes' and 'Same Old Party' - were released as singles
back in '79. And you can see why. Each is simply and elegantly
crafted, with a plenty of zip and verve. And importantly, each builds
quickly and expectantly to an aurally adhesive hook.

Further on we encounter 'Breakdown's relatively complex
arrangement. It's a fascinating find, clearly aimed at soft rock subtlety
and proggy, pomp rock splendour, in contrast to the bouncy, breezy,
poptastic AOR that kicks off the album.
Arguably though, the outstanding track here is 'Love Saver'. If a
good AOR song wraps up a dramatic slice of life in three colourful,
candy coated minutes, with tunefulness, drive and urgency, then this
track is it.
Like Mark Mangold once said, ".(songwriters) are always reaching for
that awesome melodic moment."
On this occasion, Stingray got damn close.

No question, a more than worthy reissue. Let's hope Toolbox get to
the band's 1980 follow up too.

Written by Brian
Monday, June 22, 2009

Ratings

Brian: 6.5/10

Members: No members have rated this album yet.

Your rating: Rate this album now
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Review by Brian

Released by
Toolboxx Records - 2009
reissue

Tracklisting
Better The Devil You
Know
The Man In My Shoes
Same Old Party
How Much
Breakdown
Devotion
Where Do We Go From
Here
Gonna Keep My Head
Together
Love Saver
Hard Headed Loner
Whole Lotta Fire
Lucy

Style
AOR

Related links
Visit the band page
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Ratings
1 - Horrifying
2 - Terrible
3 - Bad
4 - Below average
5 - Average
6 - Good
7 - Very good
8 - Outstanding
9 - Genius
10 - Masterpiece
666 - Unrated
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Blanc Faces - Blanc Faces
I sit down to
write this
review and lo
and behold,
despite the
hours I
spent, in atleast a baker's
dozen run through of liste....
Read full review

Albums of the month

(Tommy)
Dream Theater - Black
Clouds And Silver Linings
I had a good
feeling about
this album
since I first
saw the
awesome
artwork, it somehow
signalised a philosophical
mystique a....
Read full review

(Alanna)
Chris Laney - Pure
Chris Laney's
solo outing
"Pure" is
shockingly
80s and
compromises
nothing. The songs are
bold....
Read full review

(Alanna)
Magnum - Into the Valley
of the Moonking
"Into the
Valley of the
Moonking",
Magnum's
new opus,
remembers
what t....
Read full review

Retro Reviews

(Alanna)
Elegy - Labyrinth of
Dreams
Having sold
more than a
quarter of a
million
albums in
their career,
it often seems that the
Netherlands pro....
Read full review
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